Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 062615 

15 

ORIGIN HEW-06 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO OES-05 L-03 EB-07 COME-OO AID-05 

IGA-02 SSO-OO /039 R 

DRAFTED BY DHEW/FDA: JJZAIC:CCK 
APPROVED BY OES/APT/BMP: WJWALSH, III 
DHEW/OIH: MACODDING 

020653 

O 152228Z MAR 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 062615 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BBAK, ETRD, OGEN, IN 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON SEAFOOD CONSULTANT 

1 . FDA HAS INITIATED LEGAL ACTION IN TEXAS AGAINST MANUEL 

A. SANCHEZ, JR. DBA PROGRESSIVE SEA PRODUCTS, INC. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS. TRIAL IS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 12, 1976. 

THE INDICTMENT INCLUDES COUNTS OF ILLEGAL ACTS IN CONNECT- 
ION WITH FROG LEGS ORIGINALLY IMPORTED FROM INDIA AND DE- 
TAINED BECAUSE OF BACTERIAL CONTAMINATION. IN TESTIMONY 
BEFORE THE GRAND JURY, SANCHEZ CLAIMED: 

A. U.S. STATE DEPT. (AID) ARRANGED FOR 3 YEAR CONTRACT FOR 
HIM TO ASSIST GOVERNMENT OF INDIA TO UPGRADE ITS SHRIMP 
AND FROGLEG INDUSTRY. CONTRACT ALLEGED TO BEGIN IN 1970. 

B. FUNDING WAS WITH COOLEY FUNDS. 

C. CONTRACT CALLED FOR 4 TRIPS OF 1 TO 2 MONTHS DURATION 
ANNUALLY. 

2. VERIFICATION OR DENIAL OF THESE STATEMENTS MAY BEAR 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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ON FDA ACTION. REQUEST CABLE ANY INFORMATION IN YOUR FILE 
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ON MR. SANCHEZ. KISSINGER 
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